Plato's "Allegory of the Cave" from The Republic
Vocabulary: allegory, parable, platonic, platonic forms, philosophy, Socratic Dialogue
Identify the following folks:
Plato, Glaucon, Socrates, the Sophists
Reading Questions: 
1. Describe how the people in the cave are situated in Plato's parable. Why can't they move their legs or necks to take a look around? What is the only thing they are capable of seeing? What is their only source of light? 

2. What do these prisoners trapped in the cavern believe is real? 

3. How do the prisoners react when they first see sunlight? 

4. Why will the prisoner need time to adjust to the world outside the cave? 

5. According to Plato, how would the people in the cave react to an escapee who tried to explain the truth to them, or who came down and broke their chains to set them free? 

6. What is the name of the main speaker in this tale according to the introductory notes? Is it Plato? 
7. What is the name of the person Plato addresses? 
8. Why, in the concluding paragraph, does Plato say it is impossible for professors of education to put knowledge in the soul which was not there before? 
